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HIS 217                                        Nevada History                                       Dr. Moehring
Required Readings:

James Hulse, The Silver State (OUR TEXTBOOK!))

Russell Elliott, Nevada’s 20th-Century Mining Boom: Tonopah, Goldfield, and Ely
Eugene Moehring, Resort City in the Sunbelt: Las Vegas, 1930-2000

______________________________________________________________________

Phone: 895-3309                email: eugene.moehring@unlv.edu
Office Hours: Wright Hall B312  (Office hours to be announced)  
Learning Outcomes:
The primary goal of this course is to describe and evaluate how the state of Nevada developed from its days as a colony and later a territory. Emphasis will be given to social and economic development and how Nevada met the challenges of growth and modernization. The main objective of the course is to help students develop their analytical skills in both oral and written forms by encouraging critical thinking and policy analysis in discussions and examinations.

Academic Misconduct: 
“Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution.” An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism: “Using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources.” See the “Student Academic Misconduct Policy” (approved December 9, 2005) located at: http://studentlife.unlv.edu/judicial/misconductPolicy.html.
Plagiarism or Cheating in This Course:
Anyone engaging in plagiarism or cheating on a test or a paper will receive a grade of F for the course.

Copyright Policy: 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or
student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. To familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, you are encouraged to visit the following website: http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/.
Disability Resource Center (DRC): 

The Disability Resource Center (DRC) coordinates all academic accommodations for students with documented disabilities. The DRC is the official office to review and house disability documentation for students, and to provide them with an official Academic Accommodation Plan to present to the faculty if an accommodation is warranted.
Faculty should not provide students accommodations without being in receipt of this plan. UNLV complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering reasonable accommodations to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you have a documented disability that may require accommodations, you will need to contact the DRC for the coordination of services. The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC), Room 137, and the contact numbers are: Voice (702) 895-0866, TTY (702) 895-0652, fax (702) 895-0651. For additional information, please

visit: http://studentlife.unlv.edu/disability/.

UNLV Writing Center:

One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
Religious Holidays Policy – Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first two weeks of classes, February1, 2013, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university that could not reasonably been avoided. For additional information, please visit: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=164.

Incomplete Grades - The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed all course work up to the withdrawal date of that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. A student who receives an I is responsible for making up whatever work was lacking at the end of the semester. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade.

Tutoring – The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic resources.  The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Students may learn more about tutoring services by calling (702) 895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at: http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/.

Rebelmail – By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu.

Course Requirements:
Students will read three books and we will have a class-long discussion of two of them during the semester. There will be questions relating to these discussions on the First, Second, and Final (Third) examinations. There will also be a short paper. Requirements for the four class discussions are covered below under “Discussions.”

Constitution Requirement: 
This course satisfies the Nevada Constitution requirement.

Discussions: 
In addition to mini-discussions at various points during some lectures, we will hold four formal class discussions—two each for the Elliott and Moehring books. Study questions will be handed out well in advance. All students are expected to participate actively in class discussion. Failure to do so will result in the lowering of your final grade. Excellent discussion, in which a student answers questions in each class discussion, will add the next letter grade to the final course grade--a B+ will therefore become an A-.

Handouts: 

Many course handouts can be found on my website, http://faculty.unlv.edu/wpmu/emoehring/. Click on appropriate course webpage; links to handouts are embedded in the course syllabus on the left side of the page. 

Examinations:

There will be three exams, each covering one-third of the course. They will be non-cumulative and only cover one-third of the course. So, the Final Exam will only cover the last third of the course. The tests will be a mix of 50 short answer questions and two out of three essays. The exams will be based upon material covered in the lectures and the book discussions. You will also be responsible for material in the Textbook—Hulse, The Silver State.

For Exam #1, there will be questions covering Hulse, Chapters 5 and 6.

For Exam # 2, know Hulse Chapter 9 and Russell Elliott’s book discussion questions

For Exam #3, know Hulse Chapter 19 and Moehring’s book discussion questions.

Test Grading Policy: 
Improvement is the key. If you do badly on the First Exam but better on the next two, I will drop the First Exam. If you do badly on the Second Exam but better on the First and the Final exams, I’ll drop the Second Exam. I will recognize effort. But, be advised, I will not drop the Final Exam, so don’t blow it off! Please be advised that anyone who cuts a test will receive a zero. I will then average all three numbers to get an average for the test that will then be converted to a letter grade. Your term paper and discussion grades can then change the test(s) letter grade (see below) to hopefully (and in most cases!) improve or (if you don’t do the work) cut your final grade in the course. Please be advised that anyone who cuts a test will receive a zero for that test. I will then average all three numbers from the three tests to get a letter grade.

97-99=A+

93-96=A

90-92=A-

87-89=B+

83-86=B

80-82=B-

77-79=C+

73-76=C

70-72=C-

67-69=D+

63-66=D

60-62=D-

59-0  =F

Writing Assignment  (Skill Training for a good-paying, Real World Job):

Numerous surveys of companies and other employers of college graduates indicate that three of the main skills they want in a new hire are the ability to conduct research, to think analytically, and to write well. Being able to identify issues, think critically about them, and clearly express your ideas in writing are vital to the successful pursuit of any high-paying, professional career because they are conducive to problem-solving. This course will help you strengthen all three skills and will use Nevada history to do it.


The research collection we will consult is an electronic one--UNLV library’s database covering controversial nuclear testing in the state between 1950 and 1991. Each student will click on the Nevada Test Site Oral History Project’s website and write about one person who was interviewed and about their experience with nuclear testing. 

1. You can access this website at http://digital.library.unlv.edu/ntsohp/       

2. To see the list of over 200 interviews, click on “View All Transcripts,” which will give you a photograph of the person being interviewed and their relationship to the Test Site. Note: Do not do the Roger Andersen interview, because it has nothing to do with nuclear testing.
3. Then click on a few transcripts of interest to briefly read what some interviewees said. Note the boxed Index located in front of each interview that covers the subject the person is discussing on each page of their interview. You first may want to click on “Communities of Voices” to get a feel for the collection and pick a “group” e.g. women, etc. who interest you, and then select a person within that group. You may also want to click on “Chronology” to get a short history of nuclear testing or click on “Contested Landscapes” to get a better feel for the issues surrounding nuclear testing. But, eventually (in a week or two), select the interview that you want to write about. 

4. Then, print out the transcript of the interview, read it, and take notes on the most important information, experiences or issues discussed by the person. 

5. Then write a short paper about it.  In the 10th Week of the semester (by Wednesday, October 30) or earlier, give me a 5-page, double-spaced paper in which you describe the person’s occupation and their relationship to the nuclear test site (e.g. they were a scientist, engineer, truck driver, or “down-winder” living in the fallout zone—southeastern Nevada and southwestern Utah-- where cancer rates jumped, etc.).  By page 4 of your paper you should begin to critically evaluate what the person said. For example, good critical thinking requires identifying omissions—So, what questions would you have asked if you could have interviewed the person? Or, what stimulated your curiosity? What large issue is the person raising? What did you agree with and disagree with? Was the government’s policy flawed and if so, how? Or, you may have other questions or issues that would be relevant to your analysis.


Note--I have written a sample paper to help guide you in writing your paper. My essay is based on the interview of Curtis Amie, an African American miner who worked at the test site for more than twenty years. To read it, click on the icon labeled Sample Interview Paper on my HIST 217 webpage.


This first draft of the paper should be well written (edit your draft to smooth out the wording before handing it in). The first draft is due on Wednesday, October 30. I will return the paper to you within two weeks with my comments and give you an opportunity to improve it. 

The final draft is due on Wednesday, November 27. Students who make the stylistic and content changes that I suggest will receive full credit. A lesser effort will receive a lesser grade. I will be more than happy to meet with you in my office to help you with this revision process. Not only will this assignment (if properly done) help you to solidify a good grade in the course, it will also strengthen your critical thinking and writing skills. We will also work to strengthen your critical thinking skills with mini-discussions about government policy in Nevada at appropriate times during the lectures.

The Writing Assignment and Your Final Course Grade: 

Tests (see “Test Grading Policy” below) and discussion will determine your initial course grade. But then, if you submit a good first draft, I will raise your final course grade to the next letter grade (e.g. a B would become a B+). If your final draft integrates all of the revisions I recommended, I will raise your final grade again to the next letter grade (e.g. the B+ would become and A-) A truly great paper might become an A. Similarly, a poor effort may give you either no grade change or (depending on how poor it is) it may drop your letter grade (from B to B- or more). If either draft is late there will also be a drop of one letter grade (B- to C+ or C if both drafts are late). So, hand in a good draft on time! 

Lecture Guides: 

The lecture guides for each third of the course are more like an outline of the lecture, listing what will be discussed. They are not lecture notes and do not take the place of lecture notes. On exams it won’t be enough to mention, for example, the Sherman Anti-Trust Act or the Interstate Commerce Act. You will have to explain what they did and why they were significant. To do that, you will need to be in class and take good lecture notes.

Examination Review Guides: 

These will not list the questions to be asked on the test, but will instead review what was important in the lectures and encourage you to master that information.

Attendance: 

While I do not take attendance in class, I expect you to be there! Anyone can miss a class or two because of illness or a personal emergency. But if I see that you are absent from class more than a few times during the semester, I will lower your final course grade accordingly!
______________________________________________________________________

Lecture Topics:

The Triumph of Indian Culture—Textbook--Hulse Chapters 1-2

White Exploration of Early Nevada—Hulse Chapter 3

The Comstock Bonanza—Hulse Chapter 5

Urban Life on the Comstock

Civil War and Statehood, 1861-1875—Hulse Chapter 6

Creating a Diversified Economy, Mining—Hulse Chapter 8

1st Exam—To be announced

_____________________________________________________________________

Creating a Diversified Economy: Agriculture and Ranching

Discrimination in Nevada: Race, Ethnicity, and Religion—Scan Hulse Chapters 19 and parts of 7 and 11

Building a Transportation Network: Roads, Rivers, and the “Iron Horse”-Hulse Chapter 9

Economic Renaissance in the Silver State: Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely, and the Great 

Copper Boom--Textbook (Hulse), Chapter 12 and Russell Elliott, Nevada’s 20th Century Mining Boom—Class Discussion
The Fight for Survival: Politics and Silver—Hulse Chap. 7
2nd Exam—To be announced

______________________________________________________________________

The Age of Reform: Progressivism on the National, City and State Levels—end of Hulse Chapter 11

The Great Depression and Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal—Hulse Chapter 13
America under Fire: Nevada and World War II
Gaming, Defense, and Postwar Development, 1940-Present-Hulse Chapters 17,18,20-21

Saving Lake Tahoe: The Environment and Nevada Public Policy

The Rise of Las Vegas—Moehring, Resort City in the Sunbelt—Class Discussion

Final Exam—To be announced

