HIST 417A/617A  Test Review for Final Exam
Each test review is designed to prompt you to think about important questions concerning the information we’ve covered in lectures and discussions. These are not necessarily the questions that will be asked on the test. But they will help you to think about the information in a way that will improve your studying by clarifying many of the important issues. Remember—always review your lecture notes each day to make sure you didn’t miss any vital information. Feel free to see me after class or email me if you are not sure about something. And if you were absent for a class, never go into a test missing an entire day’s notes. Make a friend or two in the class, and get the notes from them. Think about these questions and be prepared to know the information they call for:
1. What were the key reasons for the rise of Reno to national visibility?

2. Why did the downtown area decline after 1980? 

3. Why did the West welcome the New Deal and then turn against it?

4. Where were some of the major bases and defense industries that western states got? How did this help cities grow?

5. How did World War II benefit Nevada?

6. Who was Henry Kaiser and how did the war benefit him?

7. Why did western farmers and ranchers make so much money?

8. What was the bracero program?

9. How did President Roosevelt use the war to end the East’s longtime monopoly  over steel?

10. How did western universities contribute to the war effort?

11. Why did racial conflict break out during the war?

12. What happened to Japanese Americans in the West?

13. How did World War II and the Cold War liberate the West from its traditional colonial dependency upon the East?

14. Why did aerospace settle in the West?

15. What about weapons labs and nuclear weapons?

16. What happened to the oil and railroad industries?

17. Why did tourism become such a big industry in the West and especially in Las Vegas after WWII?

18. Why did agriculture boom and how did it change in the postwar decades?

19. Why did mining boom and then decline in the last half of the 20th Century?

20. What about the lumber business and energy (oil-coal) industry?

21. Why did deindustrialization and the service sector economy hurt the western union movement after 1980?

22. What world events, technological innovations, and individual resort owners helped Las Vegas develop into what it is today?

