MidtermTestReview
Each test review is designed to prompt you to think about important questions concerning the information we’ve covered in lectures and discussions. These are not necessarily the questions that will be asked on the test. But they will help you to think about the information in a way that will improve your studying by clarifying many of the important issues. Remember—always review your lecture notes each day to make sure you didn’t miss any vital information. Feel free to see me after class or email me if you are not sure about something. And if you were absent for a class, never go into a test missing an entire day’s notes. Make a friend or two in the class, and get the notes from them. Think about these questions and be prepared to know the information they call for:
1. What was the connection between the Mormons and the California Gold Rush?
2. Did the Mexicans know there was gold in California before they signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848? What were the ramifications for them?

3. Why did California and Utah (Deseret) need a territorial or state government?

4. How did the California Gold rush stimulate growth in the Far West?

5. What were mining codes? What were miners’ courts?

6. How did clouded Spanish land titles slow development in California?

7. How did the Compromise of 1850 affect California, Utah and Nevada?

8. How did the settlement of Utah (1847), the Mexican Cession of the Southwest to the US (1848-Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo), the 49er Gold Rush, Brigham Young’s creation of Deseret (1849) and the Compromise of 1850 help set the stage for the initial white settlement (1851) of Nevada?

9. Why did non-Mormons (Gentiles) want to separate from Utah? Why did Congress after 1860 let them?

10.Why did the South oppose creating a Nevada Territory before 1861?

11. How did the California Gold Rush affect transportation in CA?

12 Who was Theodore Judah and what did he do?

13. Why did Sacramento and not San Francisco accept Judah’s ideas?

14. What problems did the transcontinental railroad face?

15. How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act help get America’s first transcontinental railroad routed through Nevada?

16. How did the railroad affect Nevada?

17. How did the Central Pacific Railroad’s “Big Four” get control of eastern transportation?

18. Specifically, how did white miners discriminate against the Chinese, Blacks and Mexicans? What was the Foreign Miner’s Tax?

19. How were Indians treated in California and Nevada?

20. How did the railroads in California and Nevada keep their taxes down?

21. How did Nevada try to diversify its economy after the federal government stopped minting silver in the Crime of ’73?

22. What was the Grange? How did it evolve into Populism?

23. How did Sen. William Stewart try to get federal money for irrigation projects to help Nevada agriculture? 

24. What did the Silver Party (Populists) try to accomplish?

25. How did Los Angeles and San Francisco secure large supplies of water to accommodate future growth?

26. How did farming, ranching and mining change from 1890 to 1930? 

27. Why did their prosperity decline after World War I?

28. What new industries was the West developing by 1900? By the 1920s?

29. What were some of the major Progressive-Era reforms?

30. How did the federal government promote the car and truck over the railroad in the 1920s?
