Babbitt Discussion Questions
1. How is Babbitt’s house a symbol of middle class pretentiousness? 

2. How does Babbitt’s taste in business clothes reflect his personality? 

3. Where does Babbitt get his opinions and world view?

4. What does Babbitt think of new things? Old things? And modern technology?

5. What is the view of Republican, Presbyterian, Elk member George Babbitt toward honesty and ethics, especially in business?

6. Why did Babbitt like Zenith, Floral Heights, dirty steel mills, the Reeves Building, and cars?

7. Why is Lewis’ writing on pp. 38-39 especially significant? What is he saying about business and society?

8. On p. 41, how does Lewis pierce the armor of the “bold entrepreneur” myth so often celebrated by American conservatives?

9. Why is Babbitt not entirely satisfied with the life and lifestyle he spends so much time promoting to others?

10. On pp.54-55, does Babbitt really disagree with Paul Riesling? What point is Sinclair Lewis making here?

11. According to Babbitt, why should his son Ted go to college? For a good classical education?

12. Why did Babbitt marry Myra Thompson?

13. What was Babbitt’s attitude toward Prohibition?

14.  Throughout the book, what is the typical content of conversation of Babbitt and his various associates in business or at the club? Art? The latest novel or social theory?

15.  On pp. 149-150, what is Lewis condemning middle-class America for?

16.  Why does Lewis inject the chapter in which the McKelveys politely reject the Babbitts?

17.  On pp. 1170-172, how does Lewis debunk mainstream American Protestantism?

18.  On pp. 191-192, what is Babbitt’s double-standard approach toward honesty and ethics?

19.  On p. 251, how does Lewis portray the church’s approach to low wages and worker’s rights?

20.  Does Babbitt agree that the Zenith strikers should be smashed? How is Lewis now using Babbitt? In what ways are Babbitt’s views evolving in a new direction?

21.  Why does Babbitt eventually return to the fold and join the Good Citizen’s League?

22.  What weaknesses do you see in Lewis’ novel? Too heavy-handed at times? Others”?

23.  What does Lewis think of the Rotary, the Elks, the Lions and the general social service movement of the 1920ss?

24.  What does Lewis think of the Industrial Revolution?

25.  How does the work of Sinclair Lewis in the 1920s dovetail with the research of Margaret mead, Charles Beard, Melville Herskovitz, the Lynds, and others we’ve discussed in class?

What points would you like to make about the book in class?

