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COLA 100                                  Book Review Rubric                                      Dr. Moehring

This book served as an agenda (problems that needed to be addressed) for President  Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society programs starting in 1965. First, faithfully discuss/describe the author’s major findings—why were so many Americans (40 million people were in the “Other America”) poor in 1960? But by page 2 or 3 begin to evaluate his work. What role did race play for some of the poor? How was government policy failing America’s poor? According to Harrington, what needed to be done to help them? 

F---The student cannot identify any major finding by the author.

D---The student can identify some major findings but cannot identify any major argument Harrington is making.

C---The student can identify one or two major arguments and one or two findings.

B---The student can identify several major findings and arguments and critically evaluates Harrington’s arguments.

A---The student does everything for a B grade but also suggests alternative policies (approaches to 1960s-era poverty) that might be more effective than Harrington’s liberal agenda.
How the grade will be converted to affect the course grade:

F,D=Minus; Double Minus is possible for really bad work (the grade will be lowered)
C=Level (no change in grade)

A,B=Plus (the grade will be raised)
