Study Questions for: Arthur Schleslnger* Jr., The Disuniting of America
1. What does the modern "cult of ethnicity" argue? What are its good and bad consequences? 15-16
1. According to Schleslnger, how is militant ethnicity threatening the public schools? 17
1. What did Swedish sociologist Gunnar Myrdal believe? 27
1. How did American nationalists use God to support their melting pot argument? 32
1. How was the nationalist argument strengthened by events in the 1920s, 30s and 40s? 37
1. According to Myrdal, why did the American Creed mean more to blacks than whites in the years before civil rights were secured? 39
1. Who pressured for the "cult of ethnicity"? Masses of minority Americans? 42
1. How can history be used as a weapon? What is the danger of nationalism-tribalism? 46-47
1. How can history be misused? What is "underdog history"? 49-50
10. How and why is German history and the Holocaust being sanitized and banalized? 51 11.Was American history that Anglocentric even in the 19th and 20th Centuries? 53-54
1. How do ruling groups and excluded groups use history and mythmaking? Did the Boston Irish before 1940 try to change the school history books? 55-56
1. What is the black multicultural argument? 62-63
14.. How do multiculturalists view the U.S. Constitution? 69
1. How does Schleslnger distinguish between cultural pluralism and multlculturalism?  74-75
1. For Schleslnger, should history be therapeutic? What are the dangers of this approach? 81
1. a. What does Schleslnger mean when he argues that American Afrocentrism today is the "invention of tradition"? 85-86
 b. Could one argue that the founding fathers "invented America" in 1776 and again in 1787?
1. What is your opinion about black historian Nathan Huggins1 view that "An Afro-American and the grandson of a Polish immigrant will be able to take more for granted between themselves than the former could with a Nigerian or the latter with a Warsaw worker"? 87
1. What is Schleslnger's fear about textbook adoption politics and accurate history in New York's curriculum? 97
1. For Schleslnger, what is the danger of self-Africanization and Afrocentricity?  103
1. a. For Schleslnger, what is the danger of bilingual education?
 b. Should laws be passed to make English our official language?  108-109
1. While conceding the "crimes of the West," how does Schleslnger defend the study of Western Civilization?  127
1. According to recent research, how strong is ethnic identification among most non-Anglo Americans?  133
1. For Schleslnger, what has been the "genius of America" especially when compared to the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia in the 1990s?  134
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