How to Take Notes Efficiently (in a History Course)              Dr. Moehring 

For lectures, each student should develop their own (short-hand) system of taking notes efficiently.  
Don’t try to take notes on everything the professor says. Just pick out the obviously important words.
Don’t write out every word; write in a short-hand that you understand.

1. For Example- If the professor says: “The Democrats supported environmental reform, but opposed tax breaks for large companies.”
You might write it as: “Dems pro environ. reform but anti tax cuts for big. corps.”    
As long as you will later (when you are studying) understand what you meant here and it accurately reflects what the professor said, then you have done a good job.

2. For ex. If the professor says:  “Alexander Hamilton lowered taxes on the upper class, but taxed the lower class farmers.” You might write it as:  “Ham   taxes on the UC and  taxes on LC.”

3. For ex. The professor says: “President Lyndon Johnson supported legislation to give African Americans and Native Americans more civil rights.” You might write it as: “LBJ pro legis. tocivil rights for Blacks and Indians.”
Here are some symbols you can use to shorten words in History:

Senator-Sen.; Governor-Gov; .Congressman-Congr.; 
House of Representatives-H.of Reps.
Nevada-NV; New York-NY; Pennsylvania-Pa. or Penn., Virginia-Va.
National-natl.; constitutional-constl.; federal government- fedl. govt.
North-N; West-W; Northeast-NE; South-S. but (you can create your own private symbols for special words) Slavery- S

Middle Class-MC; Upper Class or the Rich UC; Lower Class or the Poor-LC
Nations-J or Jap; Fr., Eng. or E. Ger. or G, US, Mex or M., Can or C, Sp, Port., R or Rus, Viet, N.K or N. Kor., S. K.; T or Turk, Gr. for Greece; Afr. N. Amer., S. Amer.

HIST 101- Ham, Jeff. G. Wash., A. J. A.L., MVB, JQA; Monroe Doctrine -Mon. Doct. Civil War=CW; Amer. Rev.; dipl. econ.; constl.; rel.-religion; history- hist.; pol. hist.; R=Reconstruction or Reconst.; Articles of Confed.; US Const., Comp. of 1850; Kansas–Nebraska Act--K-N Act; Jacksonian Democracy--Jn.democ.

HIST 102- WWI; WWII,VietWar; Kor. War; Prog. Era; ND=New Deal; FDR; JFK, LBJ; IKE Republicans=Repubs; Dems, cv=conservative; lib-liberal
African Americans AfAm or Blacks--Bs; Hispanic Americans=Latinos
Men  ; Women  etc. etc.
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