HIS 217                                       Dr. Moehring

              Nevada's 20th Century Mining Boom

While the rise of copper mining in Ely and the Newlands Act (federal reclamation) helped Nevada out of its 1880-1900 depression, the gold strikes just after 1900 at Tonopah, Goldfield, and Rhyolite in the Bullfrog Mining District also enriched the state in the decades before casino gambling. They also provided markets for both Reno and the new town of Las Vegas. 


Located only about 200 miles from Las Vegas, Tonopah, Goldfield, and Rhyolite grew quickly and, like many new western towns, faced such problems as: establishing city government as well as police, fire, water, electrical and telegraph service, attracting capital to develop their mines, and dealing with labor tensions between workers and employers that ultimately led Teddy Roosevelt to send in the U.S. Army and forced Nevada to create the State Police. Many new towns in Arizona, Utah, California, and elsewhere in the West faced these same experiences. So, we will look at how this story unfolded. The following study questions focus on some of the book's main themes and findings:
Discussion #I-

1. How had the Comstock Lode contributed to Nevada's development? 1

2. In 1900, why did some critics want to deprive Nevada of statehood? How did Francis Newlands respond? 1-2

3. How did early Tonopah solve its water and wood problems? 7

4. Why did Tonopah survive its mining decline better than Goldfield or Rhyolite? 10

5. On p. 11, what kinds of sources is Elliott using to write this chapter?

6. How did James L. Butler differ from earlier discoverers of rich ore deposits? 15

7. How did the Brock family strengthen its control of Tonopah's mining industry? 16

8. What did George Wingfield and George Nixon do at Tonopah? 17

9. How did Wingfield's career in Nevada evolve? What did he do? 18

10. Why did large mining companies like Wingfield's have to buy private water companies? 20

11. Once the boom mines drew capital into Tonopah and Goldfield, how did these towns cut freight costs with the outside world? 21-22

12. Why did Senator William Clark decide to build a railroad from Las Vegas up to Tonopah? 28

13. Why did San Francisco maintain its position as the supply and financial center of the Tonopah-Goldfield-Bullfrog District? 30-31

14. What role did the automobile play in these mining districts? 36

15. How did Tonopah get its early buildings? 44

16.a. What kinds of businesses followed the miners into developing towns like Tonopah? b.Before grocery stores, how did townsmen get food? 45

17. What were sanitary conditions like in the early camps? Why did the people eventually improve sanitation? 47

18. Why was disease so rampant in these mining camps? 48

19. What was government like in the early mining camps? 48

20. How did miners spend their leisure time? 49

21. What fraternal organizations were founded in Tonopah? 50

22. How did the physical appearance and retail economy change as mining camp became mining town? 52

23. How did mining towns eventually get formal government? 57

24. How could residents put the Town Board Act into operation? 58

_______________________________________________________________

Discussion #2

1. What was committee government? 60

2. What special problems did Rhyolite face in trying to establish town government? 61

3. What kinds of fire codes did Esmeralda County Commissioners set for Goldfield? 65

4. How were governments in the three towns financed? 68

5. How did the creation of the Nevada Tax Commission in 1913 help the financing of these governments? 6

6. How did newspapers promote Tonopah nationally? 79

7. How did Nevada legislators tackle the problem of fraudulent schemes?97

8. What were the new aggressive policies of the IWW that brought a  crisis to Goldfield in 1907? 107

9. How did the IWW commemorate "Bloody Sunday" in Russia? 108

10. According to Elliott, how did the IWW attempt to intimidate the carpenter's union and, later, the Consolidated Mines Company? 109

11.How did the Goldfield businessmen and mine operators, who met at the Montezuma Club on March 10, try to run the IWW out of town? 110

12. What was highgrading and why did miners do it? 115

13. In Goldfield who favored the mine operators and who favored the miner's union in the November 1907 showdown? 129-130

14. Once federal troops broke the Western Federation of Miners' control of Goldfield what did the mine operators do? 135

15. Since relatively few miners returned to work in December 1907 under these new labor conditions, how did the mine operators get enough employees to reopen the mines? 135

16. What ultimatum did President Teddy Roosevelt give Governor John Sparks over the Goldfield crisis? 138

17. What action did the special session of the state legislature finally take with regard to the Police Bill? 142-143

18. Why was Tonopah more fortunate than Goldfield and Rhyolite in surviving the shutdown of its mines? 160

19. How did the Pittman Silver Act of 1918 help Nevada? 160-161
