Final Exam Review  HIST 101

Each test review is designed to prompt you to think about important questions concerning the information we’ve covered in lectures and discussions. These are not necessarily the questions that will be asked on the test. But they will help you to think about the information in a way that will improve your studying by clarifying many of the important issues. Remember—always review your lecture notes each day to make sure you didn’t miss any vital information. Feel free to see me after class or email me if you are not sure about something. And if you were absent for a class, never go into a test missing an entire day’s notes. Make a friend or two in the class, and get the notes from them. Think about these questions and be prepared to know the information they call for:
1.  Be able to discuss the main features of the Industrial Revolution—how it affected the centuries-old master-journeyman-apprentice labor system. How did immigration, new inventions, transportation (railroads and canals) and communications (telegraph) transform America?

2.  How did idealism (e.g. the Jacksonian belief in the perfectability of the “common man”) and utopian movements affect American society. What was the Second Great Awakening and what did Transcendentalists teach? How did people like Horace Mann, Lucretia Mott and Dorothea Dix try to improve (reform) America?

3.  Be able to discuss the policies of John Quincy Adams and Henry Clay.

4.  What were the contributions of Andrew Jackson and the Jacksonians to America? Be able to discuss the Bank Veto, renters getting the vote, the Nullification Crisis, the Maysville Road Veto, and the Specie Circular. Why were they significant?

5.  What were the domestic and foreign policies of Martin Van Buren and the Whig presidents who followed him? How did Secretary of State Daniel Webster ease relations with Great Britain?

6.  How did the Texas Revolution and President Polk’s desire for Oregon and the Southwest promote Manifest Destiny and ultimately lead to the war with Mexico?

7.  How did U.S. acquisition of the West lead to further controversy over slavery?

8.  Be able to discuss the provisions of the Wilmot Proviso, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott Decision and the Ostend Manifesto. How did they, along with the Panic of 1857, help cause the Civil War?

9.  What policies and laws did President Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans enact after the South seceded from the Union and left Congress?

10. Why did slavery cause the southern upper class to want to fight a war? What was it like to be a slave on a plantation or in a city? Was Brazilian slavery worse than its American counterpart? How did the slaves cope with slavery in America?

11. Why did the North win the Civil War?

12. Be able to explain the three plans of Reconstruction. Why was Andrew Johnson impeached? Why did Reconstruction end suddenly in 1877?

