PAGE  
4

HIS 416A/616                      Era of FDR, 1920-1945                     Dr. Moehring
Phone: 895-3309  on campus: 53309

Office: WRIGHT B-312    (Office Hours—to be announced)

email: eugene.moehring@unlv.edu

Learning Outcomes:
The primary goal of this course is to describe and evaluate the main issues and events in American history from 1920-1945. The course will also acquaint students with the major historical interpretations of the period. The main objective of the course is to help students develop their analytical skills in both oral and written forms by encouraging critical thinking and policy analysis.

Course Requirements:

Students will read four books and we will have a class-long discussion of each of them during the semester. There will be questions relating to these discussions on the midterm and final examinations. All students are expected to participate actively in class discussion. Failure to do so will result in the lowering of your final grade.

Term Paper:

Undergraduates will be asked to read three items (one of which must be a book) from the course bibliography and then write a review essay (of about 10-12 pages) in which they describe and, where appropriate, criticize the main findings and viewpoints of each author.


Graduate students will select five items (two of which must be a book) and write 15-20 pages. Graduate student essays should be written at a higher level than the rest of the class and should be patterned after the review essays often found in history journals. We will discuss this further after class.


Any student may also write an original paper based on primary sources. See me about this if you are interested. 


Papers are due the last day of class.

Grades:

Grades will be determined primarily by your performance on the midterm and final examinations. Once the course grade is calculated, your term paper can raise or lower the grade to the next level. For example, a course grade of B+ would become an A- with a good term paper. A great paper could bump the grade higher. A weak term paper can lower the grade. Extraordinary discussion can also bump up a grade.

Academic Misconduct – “Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all

share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution.”

An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism: “Using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any source,

without proper citation of the sources.” See the “Student Academic Misconduct Policy” (approved December 9, 2005)

located at: http://studentlife.unlv.edu/judicial/misconductPolicy.html.

Plagiarism or Cheating in This Course:

Anyone engaging in plagiarism or cheating on a test or a paper will receive a grade of F for the course.

Copyright Policy– 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves and to follow copyright

and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use

laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or

student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. To familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, you are encouraged to visit the following website: http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/.
Disability Resource Center (DRC) – The Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost and Faculty Senate have endorsed the statement below to be included in all course syllabi. It is important to know that over two-thirds of the students in the DRC reported that the syllabus statement, often read aloud by the faculty during class, directed them to the DRC office. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) coordinates all academic accommodations for students with documented
disabilities. The DRC is the official office to review and house disability documentation for students, and to provide

them with an official Academic Accommodation Plan to present to the faculty if an accommodation is warranted.

Faculty should not provide students accommodations without being in receipt of this plan. UNLV complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering reasonable accommodations to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you have a documented disability that may require accommodations, you will need to contact the DRC for the coordination of services. The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC), Room 137, and the contact numbers are: Voice (702) 895-0866, TTY (702) 895-0652, fax (702) 895-0651. For additional information, please

visit: http://studentlife.unlv.edu/disability/.

UNLV Writing Center--One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with
appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
Religious Holidays Policy – Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first two weeks of classes, February1, 2013, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university that could not reasonably been avoided. For additional information, please visit: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=164.

Incomplete Grades - The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed all course work up to the withdrawal date of that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. A student who receives an I is responsible for making up whatever work was lacking at the end of the semester. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade.

Tutoring – The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic resources.  The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Students may learn more about tutoring services by calling (702) 895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at: http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/.

Rebelmail – By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu.

Handouts: 

Many course handouts can be found on my website, http://faculty.unlv.edu/wpmu/emoehring/. Click on appropriate course webpage; links to handouts are embedded in the course syllabus on the left side of the page. 

Lecture Guides: The lecture guides for each half of the course are more like an outline of the lecture, listing what will be discussed. They are not lecture notes and do not take the place of lecture notes. On exams it won’t be enough to mention, for example, the Revenue Act of 1921 Act or the Glass-Steagall Act. You will have to explain what they did and why they were significant. To do that, you will need to be in class and take good lecture notes.

Examination Review Guides: These will not list the questions to be asked on the test, but will instead review what was important in the lectures and encourage you to master that information.

Attendance: While I do not take attendance in class, I expect you to be there! Anyone can miss a class or two because of illness or a personal emergency. But if I see that you are absent from class more than a few times during the semester, I will lower your final course grade accordingly!

________________________________________________

Required Readings:

Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt
Donald Worster, Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1920s
Harvard Sitkoff, A New Deal for Blacks
Michael C. C. Adams, The Best War Ever
________________________________________________

Lecture Topics:

The "Brave New World": America and the Progressive Era

The Postwar Malaise: Repression and Recession

"Return to Normalcy:" Harding, Coolidge and Hoover--Read Babbitt
An Age of Anxiety: African Americans, Immigrants, and Women

A "Lost Generation:" Revolt of the Intellectuals, 1914-1929

"The Long Weekend:" Technology and Social Change- Read Worster
The "Reluctant Giant:" American Foreign Policy, 1920-1932

Laissez-Faire under Storm: Herbert Hoover and the "Great Crash"

Midterm Examination--Date To Be Announced

________________________________________________

Franklin D. Roosevelt and the First New Deal, 1933-1935

The Second New Deal, 1935-1938

Roosevelt and African Americans--Read Sitkoff, 1-235; 298-325
Frontier America Challenged: Depression and New Deal in the West

Escape from Reality: Popular Culture in the 1930s

Isolationism Under Fire: U.S. Foreign Policy, 1929-1939

Mobilizing for War, 1940-1945--Read Adams

Domestic Life on the Home Front: 1941-1945

Wartime Diplomacy: Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin

Final Examination--Date to Be Announced

_________________________________________________

On reserve: For your reference, I have put the following textbook on reserve: Arthur and William Link, The Twentieth Century: An American History. I’ve also added an excellent, extended bibliography of works on the period: Robert Burke and Richard Lowitt, eds., The New Era and the New Deal, 1920-1940.
