Michael Harrington, The Other America Study Questions

In 1962 then Vice-President Lyndon Johnson read Michael Harrington’s book on the extent of poverty in America and gave a copy to President John F. Kennedy. Shortly thereafter, they decided to declare a “War on Poverty.” After Kennedy’s assassination in 1963, Johnson worked to enact his “Great Society” programs for which The Other America served as a useful blueprint.

1. Why is the “other America” largely invisible? 3-6
2. Why is poverty considered a “culture”? 15
3. Why is rural poverty invisible to urban Americans? 40
4. Why are southern African Americans doubly victimized? 46
5. In your view, what are the worst aspects of migrant labor conditions in California? 50-51
6. Why does a rural education tend to reinforce poverty? 56
7. What is the underground economy in Harlem or any city ghetto? 64
8. In Harrington’s view, why is it so important to destroy the slums? 67-68
9. In Harrington’s view, why is Harlem such a bad place to live? 67
10. Why is it doubly bad to be a poor black American? 72
11. Why is automation so threatening to African Americans? 74,79
12. Why are Harlem’s schools inferior to their white suburban counterparts?77
13. How does loneliness and disease affect the aged poor? 103-104
14. Why are older Americans often poor? Do they all become poor once they retire? 105
15. What are the disadvantages of slum clearance and urban renewal? 108-109
16. Prior to the 1970s, why were the suburbs closed to the aged? Where did they live? 108-109
17. Why do departments of welfare and other social agencies often do more harm than good? 111, 113-114
18. Why was medical care a problem for the aged poor? 118
19. How do the “new slums” differ from the “old ethnic slums”? 146-147
20. What other findings in Harrington’s book did you find most interesting/important?
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