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Lecture Guide Part I (up to the Midterm Exam)

Note: When discussing US presidents, I’ve found that students remember the dates of their administration much better if I use even numbered years. So even though President Eisenhower took office in 1953 and ruled until 1961, I cite the dates from his election until his successor’s election—1952-1960. Obviously, when a president leaves office (such as John F. Kennedy), then I will use the odd-numbered year—1960-63. 
The Truman Years: Demobilization and Domestic Controversy


After a brief review of progressive and New Deal reforms, the course begins with Japan’s formal surrender on V-J Day in September, 1945 (although you will have to know some of the provisions of the big wartime conferences earlier in the year, e.g. Yalta and San Francisco, etc.)


The lecture then focuses on the effects of World War II with so many traditional imperial powers weakened and the US and Soviet Union emerging as the two major world empires.  As imperial nations like England, France, Germany, and Japan freed their former colonies, the Third World emerged in chaos—poor and resentful of Europe—a fertile ground for communist propaganda.


The war greatly weakened European capitalism (as many factories were destroyed), and strong central governments wielding wartime controls somewhat threatened democracy. So, the US had a large vacuum to fill as Russia worked to build an atomic bomb. With President Roosevelt gone, many wondered if Harry Truman could cope with the Soviet threat on the international front. With businessmen and other conservatives tired of 15 years of big government and New Deal reforms that enthroned labor rights, the welfare state, and Keynesian economics, no one knew which direction that postwar America would take. Would Harry Truman extend the welfare state or would conservatives turn it back? Conservative economists like Frederick Hayek blasted government economic planning and liberalism. Liberal professors at the University of Texas and elsewhere were fired by conservative-backed regents and trustees for pushing liberal reforms in their classes and research publications.


Republicans like Ohio senator Robert Taft wanted another “return to normalcy” on the international front to save money on the defense budget by being less active (but not isolationist) in world affairs. He also wanted to sharply cut back on New Deal programs. Truman faced a difficult presidency. Growing tensions with Soviet leader Josef Stalin (covered in lecture) forced him to push for a vigilant, proactive foreign policy, and Truman also wanted to extend the New Deal. 

Demobilization brought problems, as America shifted back from a “guns to butter” economy based on civilian goods. There were shortages of many consumer products, and pro-Democrat union members wanted big wage increases after years of pay freezes and wartime inflation.  Workers demanded an end to wage controls, while producers wanted to de-control prices. In his Reconversion policy, Truman eventually ended wage and price controls and returned to a free market economy in most industries.

His “Fair Deal” proposals during his successful 1948 election campaign against N.Y. Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, Henry Wallace (Liberal party), and conservative Sen. Strom Thurmond emphasized passage of a Full Employment Act, some public housing, creation of the Atomic Energy Commission to have publicly regulated development of nuclear power, establishment of a fair Employment Practices commission, and extension of various New Deal benefits (like Social Security) to more workers. Truman won the election and signed the Full Employment Act of 1948 which established the Council of Economic Advisers and empowered the government to engage in monetary and fiscal policy (explained in lecture) to keep unemployment to no more than 3 percent. 

But there were big postwar strikes for higher wages. John L. Lewis’ United Mine Workers went on strike in 1945. The National Railroad Strike so angered Truman in 1946 that he threatened to draft the strikers into the army.  In 1946, Republicans won control of both houses of Congress. They were anti-New Deal an passed the Taft-Hartley Act (whose provisions are covered in lecture) which made strikes and unionization more difficult. Truman also pushed for anti-lynching legislation, national health insurance, federal aid to education and other reforms (covered in lecture). But conservative Republicans and southern Democrats blocked them and killed all civil rights legislation. Although some public housing was built, it was not nearly enough to meet the need in big cities.

Origins of the Cold War: Yalta to Korea, 1945-1953

Truman’s foreign policy was marked by the beginning of the “Cold War” in 1947-48, as democracy in Czechoslovakia was ended by Soviet troops, and Stalin refused to allow free elections in eastern Europe—a violation of his pledge at Yalta in February, 1945. Truman had a few victories, as in Greece and Turkey with the Truman Doctrine and in the successful rebuilding of western Europe’s capitalist infrastructure with the Marshall Plan (1947).

Young conservatives like columnist William F. Buckley, Jr. and future Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater complained that FDR gave away Eastern Europe at Yalta, although an analysis of the facts (covered in class lecture) shows otherwise. The US still had to fight Japan in 1945, needed Soviet help to invade Japan, and was in no position to dictate terms regarding the Soviet occupation of Eastern Europe. The United Nations was created at the San Francisco conference of 1945, and the US dominated the UN in its early years. Cold War tensions increased after Stalin installed the so-called “Lublin Government” in Poland. Stalin felt that Eastern Europe was his sphere of influence—a buffer to protect the Soviet Union from a Eastern invasion and avoiding World War III. So, the Iron Curtain fell across Europe by 1946. The US, on the other hand, saw communist party efforts to disrupt “democratic” and pro-American regimes in France, Italy, and elsewhere as provocative. The US and Russia “perceived” each other as threatening the other’s interests.

Liberals criticized Truman for harassing Stalin and pointed to American imperialism from 1812-to the present as posing the biggest threat to world peace. The Cold War became a “reciprocal process” in which each move led to a counter move. Conservatives, in contrast, criticized Truman for not being tough enough on Stalin. After China went communist in 1949 and the Korean War hit a stalemate after Chinese soldiers intervened, American conservatives championed retired General Dwight Eisenhower in the 1952 election and portrayed Truman as a weak liberal. State Department analyst George Kennan developed a Containment policy that became the centerpiece of American foreign policy until the 1970s.  A series of events (covered in lecture) intensified the Cold War. These included the Marshall Plan, creation of West Germany, and the Berlin Crisis of 1948, etc. In Latin America Truman implemented his Point Four Program (a “trickle down” approach to poverty and unemployment). The fall of China to Mao Tse-Tung increased Truman’s willingness to fight communism in Korea and sign a US-Formosa Defense pact. To prepare better for a possible war, Congress approved the National Security Act of 1947, which established the CIA, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other reforms. 

In 1949, as Russia successfully detonated an atomic bomb, Truman approved development of Edward Teller’s more powerful hydrogen bomb. The NSC-68 white paper, prepared by the National Security Council, warned against overreliance on the nuclear deterrent and urged more production of conventional weapons like tanks, ships, and air planes. This recommendation will not be really implemented until Ronald Reagan’s Administration. 

The Korean War and the loss of China gave young conservative Republicans like Senators Richard Nixon and Joe McCarthy an audience. When Truman fired General Douglas MacArthur for making militaristic threats toward China, McCarthy stepped up his charges that there were “Reds” in the State department who gave away China as well as top US secrets. Vietnam represented another challenge. Even though Ho Chi Minh supported US troops against Japan’s invasion of Southeast Asia during WWII, Truman (Neo Colonialism, unlike FDR) preferred that the French be reinstalled as the rulers of Vietnam. Truman  did this and the US paid most of France’s defense bill in the war against Ho Chi Minh until the French surrendered at Dienbienphu in 1954. Truman further reinforced his Containment policy with ANZUS (1951), a mutual defense pact with Australia and New Zealand.

“McCarthyism and the Assault on Civil Liberties”

 
Truman ordered security checks on all 6.6 million federal employees. A few hundred were dismissed but none were ever found guilty of espionage. Richard Nixon became famous for charging former FDR adviser Alger Hiss with being a spy for Russia. But Hiss was never convicted. Nevada Senator Pat McCarran authored two laws to monitor the activities and restrict the movement of suspected subversives. The provisions of the McCarran Internal Security acts are explained in lecture.


In 1953, Senator Joe McCarthy (in his capacity as chair of the Senate Committee on Government Operations) and his aides, Roy Cohn and David Schine, took a trip through Europe and found “subversion” in many US embassies. McCarthy supporters engaged in censorship of books and required loyalty oaths from teachers, etc. Teachers, actors, directors, and others who were ever a member of communist organization—even in their youth during the Depression when capitalism seemed like such a bankrupt and heartless system—were blacklisted. At the Army-McCarthy Hearings in 1954, McCarthy again accused the army of coddling subversives at Fort Monmouth, N.J. Later, when he suggested that even President Eisenhower’s loyalty to America was in doubt, the Senate censured him.


What types of Americans supported McCarthy? Historian Eric Goldman suggested that many Americans wanted quick solutions to national problems and not long prolonged processes as in Korea. Quick surgery to eradicate the cancer was more desirable than Truman’s slow Containment approach, which almost seemed “Un-American.” Who else supported McCarthy? Historian Richard Hofstadter suggested that small-town middle class WASP Republicans who disliked rapid liberal change. He also suggested that newly-middle class, 2nd and 3rd-generation Catholics trying to get to the suburbs supported the Catholic senator from Wisconsin. The Catholics, having just helped America win WWII, wanted to ingratiate themselves with Protestants both to enter the suburbs and to enter the higher levels of American corporations that were then totally dominated by WASPs and especially Masons.

“Containment in Crisis: The Eisenhower Years, 1953-1960”


Like the 1828 election (the “plowman” vs. the “professor” election of General Andrew Jackson versus John Quincy Adams), in the 1952 election featuring General Dwight Eisenhower vs. Illinois Gov. Adlai Stevenson (an “intellectual egghead” according to my father and Richard Nixon), American voters again favored the “more practical” man over the intellectual. America needed a reassuring father figure to lead them during the Cold War. Ike was a successful general. Senator (and VP nominee) Richard Nixon and future Secretary of State John Foster Dulles denounced Containment as passive and cowardly, but, once the election was won, both embraced Truman’s policy. On the domestic front, however, Ike promised a return to normalcy with balanced budgets and less welfare spending after years of wartime and New Deal/Fair deal spending. Ike loved a big staff, but it “filtered” information to him. He appointed a largely business cabinet just like Warren Harding. But America had a growing economy and baby boomers needed schools and expanded social services.


Eisenhower’s Domestic Policies: Ike opposed “big government’ and “creeping socialism” and thus wanted to have the private sector handle more functions—such as the development of nuclear power and dam construction, etc.  He also wanted the Interior Dept. to allow states to approve offshore drilling. States should handle more welfare functions—is that good for the poor? (Alabama Gov. George Wallace vs. going to HEW). Eisenhower appointed a weak Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, Oveta Culp Hobby, who later had to resign over the polio vaccine scandal.  Ike pushed for a liberalization of the tax code to allow more income deductions for business travel, especially for conventions. He also reduced the capital gains tax. He cut the number of federal employees and federal spending. He limited public housing to one year and supported the Landrum-Griffin Act, NDEA, NASA, the St. Lawrence Seaway, and Interstate Highway Act of 1956, whose effects are all covered in lecture. But, by keeping some New Deal programs like farm subsidies and social security (even though he reduced their budget), he institutionalized the welfare state, which conservatives now bitterly referred to as the “Dime Store New Deal.” 


Eisenhower’s Foreign Policy: Ike ended the Korean War by negotiating a truce. Dulles and Ike both espoused Containment of the Soviet Union and relied on the nuclear deterrent to do it (“more bang for a buck”). By reducing spending for conventional weapons, they were able to cut the defense budget significantly and ultimately balance the federal budget for two years. In 1954, he supported Taiwanese President Syngman Rhee, signed the US-Formosa Defense pact, and sent US troops there. Ike also increased nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site. Dulles purged dissenters (liberals) from the State Department (Was this a wise move?). Ike gave foreign aid to pro-US despots in Latin America, which damaged the Good neighbor Policy. Under Dulles and Ike, the CIA became a more dynamic Cold War agency. Dulles’ brother Allen Dulles became head of the CIA. The US supported pro-US dictators Sucarno in Indonesia, Suharto in Malaysia, Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines, and Battista in Cuba. They ousted an anti-US regime in Guatemala, supported the Shah of Iran, and later installed Ngo Dinh Diem (citing the Domino Theory)as the president of “South Vietnam.” Ike attempted to oust Fidel Castro in the Bay of Pigs invasion. Dulles and Ike pushed Colonialism in Southeast Asia—know the Geneva Accords exclusion of the US. Ike and Dulles also pushed more Contain defense pacts such as SEATO (1954), the Baghdad Pact (1955), and the US-Vietnam and US-South Korea Defense pacts.


In the Middle East, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser blocked the Suez Canal after the US balked at giving him an arms deal that would have allowed him to attack Israel. The US later refused to build the Aswan Dam. Know the crisis and how it split the US from England, France, Israel and other allies in the UN.  The 1956 Hungarian Revolt fiasco is also covered in lecture. To save face and counter growing communist influence in the region, Ike and Dulles issued the so-called Eisenhower Doctrine whose provisions are covered in lecture. Ike had to send troops to Beirut to enforce it. In 1957, he sent troops to Jordan to stabilize King Hussein. Under Ike, the US often supported anti-democratic but pro-US regimes. This indicated to the Third World that the US was more interested in supporting capitalism than democracy.  Under Dulles, the US regarded all Latin American radicals as communists, when many were not. Our overall goal was to establish dependencies in Latin America and extract sweetheart deals (using tariff policy) with pro-US juntas for tin, sugar, coffee, and other products. This largely turned the peasants against the US, who got little from the trickle down US foreign aid approach. VP Nixon was mobbed and almost killed in Lima and Caracas in 1958. 


In the late 1950s, Ike wanted to deescalate the Cold War. He invited Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to the US in 1959 for a goodwill visit and they later scheduled a summit conference in Paris. Earlier, Khrushchev had proposed a 1-year moratorium on nuclear testing, Ike agreed and later Khrushchev backed out. But the US had made a commitment and kept it. The capture of CIA pilot Francis Gary Powers flying over Russia in 1960 created a propaganda victory for the Russians and wrecked the conference, because Ike initially lied about whether he had approved the flights.


In sum, Eisenhower’s presidency was a mix of success and failure. He shifted the Republican Party from years of isolationism to military vigilance. He balanced the budget ,which pleased conservatives, but retained the welfare state.

“America and the Organization Man”


In the 1930s, the philosopher Ortega y Gassett warned about how a mass society could obliterate individual dissent. He explained that as the public becomes a “mass” and the elite control the media, schools, and government, dissent becomes more difficult because a majority of the public can be manipulated. Three key books about this trend were published in the postwar era: William Whyte, The Organization Man (1956), David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd (1950), and C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (1959).


Whyte’s book stressed how corporations embraced the collaborative approach and ended the individualistic pioneering approach of Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, and others. The Puritan Ethic was also replaced by the Bureaucratic Ethic.  Hollywood, like Congress, was run by committees. By the 1950s, many young college graduates worked in a corporation and aspired only to be “The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit” (Gregory Peck’s movie) and have “The View from the 40th Floor”  and the key to the executive washroom (in this you could cite “The Apartment”(a film starring Shirley MacLaine, Fred MacMurray and Jack Lemmon). In the 1950s, like the 1920s, Business was the most popular college major. New courses like Hotel Management were developed, and in some schools Business majors could take all of their college courses in the Business College, including writing. There was a great proliferation of “dubious majors” and a decline in the Humanities, which Whyte bemoaned. He argued that all of this training resulted in more programmed personalities and “narrower” training for a generation of business executives. Whyte argued that American colleges were producing thousands of graduates  who advanced by pleasing their bosses by being gregarious, cooperative, not overly creative, and not too strong-willed. This view was immortalized by Broadway plays like “How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying” (Robert Morse). Conformity was also emphasized in the film comedy “No Time for Sergeants” (in which Andy Griffith disrupted the trend), “Patterns” (with Everett Sloane and Van Heflin), and “Woman’s World” (starring Clifton Webb). Herman Wouk’s, “The Caine Mutiny” used the navy as its setting for an exposition of a similar theme. Wives in the suburbs also played this conformist role to help their husbands advance in the satus-seeking game many couples played. The 1950s suburbs, Whyte argued, were the picture of conformity as evidenced by such TV sitcoms as The Donna Reed Show,” Ozzie and Harriet, and “Leave it to Beaver,” etc.


David Riesman in “The Lonely Crowd” argued that 19th Century people were “inner directed” while 20th Century Americans were more “other directed”  by significant others including peer pressure to conform. They were not bound by conscience or parents as 19th Century people were but more by the pressure exerted by their friends, slightly older kids, and by the teen media.  William Golding’s novel, The Lord of the Flies (and the movie) also emphasized this theme as did Vance Packard’s book The Tastemakers , as well as his other works, which described how Madison Avenue manipulated adults. Unlike Rosa Parks, June Cleaver or Harriet Nelson were no threat to lead a civil rights movement. Riesman suggested that even teachers sought the approval of their students and willingly taught the “approved curriculum” so as to curry favor with school boards.


In his book, The Power Elite (1959), C. Wright Mills argued that the Cold War had created a permanent war economy that had expanded the Pentagon’s budget and made top military officials (like those in the joint Chiefs of Staff) who approved and purchased new weapons part of the nation’s power elite. This helped to create what Eidenhower called “the military-industrial complex”. Also part of this elite were corporate CEOs of major banks and defense contractors (like GE, Boeing, and IBM). The third part of the elite was the “Political Directorate” led by the President, the National Security Council, and some others. Congressional, state, and local politicians had little power to control this elite nor did the American people. Thousands of college students read  this book in the 1960s and understood what a struggle it would be stop the Vietnam War and secure minority civil rights.

“Mass Media: Its Critics and the Cult of Marshall McLuhan”

Marshall McLuhan argued that electronic media would replace books. He noted that media was influential and could be used by corporations and elites to influence consumer behavior or voter behavior by presenting beguiling images and appealing to human irrationality. McLuhan claimed that ‘the medium is the message.” For example, John F. Kennedy’s appeal lay more in his telegenic looks and charisma than in what he was actually saying. Voters were attracted more by visual image than by what a candidate stood for. The lecture went on with a discussion of 1950s and 1960s television sitcoms and how they influenced the roles that many children and young wives aspired to. There was also some discussion of Vance Packard’s ideas.

The Affluent Society: Economic Development Since World War II


In his book, The Affluent Society, Harvard economist John Kenneth Galbraith argued that American income jumped in the 1950s thanks to World War II spending and other factors. Most white Americans moved above the poverty line and joined the middle class for the first time in history. 

The lecture then went on to discuss some postwar economic trends. With more disposable income and time off, Americans could spend more money and time on leisure. This was conducive to the growth of Las Vegas as well as the airline, hotel, and restaurant industries. The postindustrial Society created more white collar jobs requiring a college education and paying more in salary. As manufacturing jobs left the US for the third World, union membership and power declined. Defense spending dramatically rose during the Cold War, which benefited the aerospace, computer, and electrical industries. Consumer credit increased and first credit card (Diner’s Club) was issued in 1950. Eisenhower’s tax reforms provided deductions for R&D, conventions, and business travel.

Consumerism- The rise of suburban malls, import sales, and more high-end stores geared for the middle class also occurred. Book and record sales rose, as teenagers (with jobs in the fast food and other industries) spent their growing income.  In his book, Galbraith argued that the US overemphasized production. Eisenhower’s policies needed to change and divert more of the nation’s wealth to the “Public Sector” and away from the “Private Sector” to clean up parks and provide schools as well as police and fire departments with modern equipment, while also helping the poor. 

The “Other America”

In his book The Other America (1962), Michael Harrington argued that there were 40 million Americans trapped in “the culture of poverty” who needed help. This book, which was partially encouraged by Galbraith’s, inspired JFK to declare a “War on Poverty” and LBJ to push the “Great Society.” In short, Galbraith’s book argued against further conservative cuts in New Deal spending as advocated by Barry Goldwater, William F. Buckley, and other conservatives.

“Up From the Pedestal’: Rise of the Modern Feminist Movement”


The telephone, sewing machine, typewriter, and other inventions gradually liberated women from the home in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. But this trend abruptly ended at the conclusion of World War II when many women left their wartime jobs. This opened up much of the workplace for returning male veterans. Millions of women now began families, and moved to new suburban homes with modern appliances and became housewives and mothers. According to Betty Friedan, whose book The Feminine Mystique (1963) helped spark the modern feminist movement, homes imprisoned women and limited their talents. She argued that media, family, schools, churches, and other cultural institutions all conspired to keep women at home. Even smart women like Friedan conformed to the ethic for years to earn the approval of a male-dominated society, which defined what was “feminine” and ruthlessly enforced this lifestyle that it wanted women to conform to. Friedan asserted that this was cultural programming of women’s minds. Hugh Hefner’s Playboy philosophy, Readers Digest, school guidance counselors, and others all contributed to this postwar trend. But a feminist movement emerged in the 1960s and 1970s (see the lecture for details) that sparked a second effort to pass ERA and encouraged the creation of the national organization for Women (NOW) to encourage more females to seek managerial and professional careers. Later came the Women’s Political Caucus, which urged women to run for political office to have more of a voice in the nation’s political system.

The Midterm Exam—End of Lecture Outline Part I (The material in Lecture Outline Part II is for the Final Exam).

