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Resort City in the Sunbelt, Las Vegas, 1930-2000--Discussion Questions

This book examines the rise of Las Vegas from the beginning of Hoover Dam’s construction up to the 21st Century. It also traces the rise of Boulder City, Henderson, and North Las Vegas as well as the Strip and the suburbs that eventually grew outward from all of these urban nuclei. The first few chapters examine the major events of the early decades (specifically, the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s). The remaining chapters are more topical, although the chronology of events is maintained. These chapters analyze the political fragmentation of a valley that began with one city but today contains one county and three city governments. Racism and discrimination were also major forces that marred Las Vegas’ development and caused tensions within the community. The book then examines why Las Vegas failed to attract industry, losing out to Phoenix, Albuquerque, and other cities in the region. The Epilogue covers the last three decades of the 20th Century into the new millennium. 

Discussion #1
1. What did Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal do for Las Vegas? 25-26

2. How did Las Vegas try to attract tourists after Hoover Dam workers left town? 29

3. How did North Las Vegas begin? Why did Las Vegas not try to annex North Las Vegas? 39

4. How did Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles help Las Vegas after his election in 1938? 42

5. Who was Thomas Hull and how did he help develop the Las Vegas Strip?  Why did he not build his hotel on Fremont Street near the railroad station? 43-45

6. Why was the arrival of the Flamingo Hotel a crucial turning point in Las Vegas history? 49

7. How did Bugsy Siegel begin his career in Las Vegas? Why did casinos have racebooks? 53-55

8. How did Governor Paul Laxalt’s 1969 corporate gaming reform law help Las Vegas? 55

9. How and why did the City of Las Vegas and Clark County abolish legalized prostitution 42, 60-61

10. What happened to the Basic Magnesium plant once World War II ended the need for magnesium? 64

11. Why did the City of Las Vegas fail to annex the Strip in 1946? How did the Clark County commissioners keep the Strip out of Las Vegas’ hands? 70-71

12. Why did the Showboat Hotel (originally called the Showboat Motor Inn) have early problems? What did it do to survive? 77

13. Why was the Riviera Hotel another breakthrough for the Strip? Was the Dunes Hotel an early success? What helped it to survive? 79-80

14. Despite the Hacienda Hotel’s location far out on the Strip and away from pedestrian traffic, how did owners Warren and Judy Bayley make the resort a success? 81-82

15. How did the Stardust Hotel attempt to lure tourists in the late 1950s? 83

16. In 1951, following the rejection by Strip area residents of being annexed by the City of Las Vegas, how did Mayor Ernie Cragin attempt to punish these suburbs? 87

17. How and why did Las Vegas get a convention center? 93-94

18. How did southern Nevada get America’s nuclear test site? According to scientists, why did radioactive fallout pose no threat to Las Vegas? 98

19.  How did racism guide the routing of Interstate 15? 102-103

20. How did federal projects stretch the metropolitan area physically and create a star-shaped city for a while? 115

21. Who built Caesars Palace? Who helped finance it? Why was the early Caesars Palace not a rectangular, box-like high-rise similar to Ballys, the Flamingo, and other Strip resorts? 116-117

22. How did Howard Hughes make his fortune? How did he help Las Vegas? 118-119

23.  How did Kirk Kerkorian become a major player in Las Vegas? 120-121, 267

24.  What did the Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority (then called the Fair and Recreation Board) try to do with the Las Vegas Country Club in 1964? 123-124

25. Why did the big, wealthy Basic Magnesium plant never join the City of Henderson? How was the Boulder Highway another disadvantage for Henderson? 129

26.  How was Boulder City different from Las Vegas and Henderson? 131

27.  What were the disadvantages of having five police departments in the metropolitan area? What was the solution to the problem in 1973? 143-144

28.  How did fire protection in Las Vegas evolve from 1905 into the 1960s? What is the problem with five separate fire departments in the valley? 145

29. How have the presence of one county and five city governments disrupted valley-wide city planning? 150

30. How did North Las Vegas suddenly attempt to grow at the county’s expense in the 1960s? 155

31.  What was the Chicago consultants’ solution in 1968 to the fragmented government crisis in the Las Vegas valley? Why did it fail? 163-164

32.  If the Las Vegas Strip hotels have successfully fended off efforts by the City of Las Vegas to tax and regulate them, what has been the solution in other resort cities like Miami Beach and Honolulu? 171

Discussion#2

33. Were Las Vegas African Americans always banned from downtown hotels? Explain. 175

34. How did Las Vegas blacks achieve open accommodations at hotels and stores? 184

35.  Once African Americans won the right to go into white hotels and stores, were their troubles over? What other forms of discrimination did they have to overcome? 188

36. What white groups supported and opposed busing and the Sixth Grade Plan to integrate area schools? 195

37. Who prevented women from getting dealers’ jobs for years in Las Vegas and why? 201

38. Despite Hoover Dam being only 30 miles away, why was Las Vegas historically unable to compete with Phoenix, Tucson, and Albuquerque in the “struggle for industry” in the urban Southwest? 211-213

39.  What were the origins of UNLV? 224-225

40.  What was the effect of casino gambling upon Las Vegas’ struggle to attract factories to the metropolitan area? Why? 230-231

41.  How did Irwin Molasky and associates develop Maryland Parkway? 238 Why did they choose Maryland Parkway to be a prime commercial artery in the metropolitan area? 238-239

42. How did the construction of Interstate 15 in the early 1970s contribute to Las Vegas tourism? What was the other major advantage of I-15?  246-247

43.  In contrast to Las Vegas, what was the effect of casino gambling upon Atlantic City’s urban fabric? 257

44. How did Las Vegas’ physical development differ from other resort cities like Honolulu and Miami Beach? 257-258
Implosion of Las Vegas Hotels

The Hacienda became Mandalay Bay.

The Landmark is today the parking lot west of the Convention Center’s Front Entrance.

The Marina became part of front of the new MGM Grand Hotel.

The Dunes became Bellagio.

The old Aladdin became the new Aladdin and is today Planet Hollywood.

The Sands became The Venetian.

The Desert Inn became Wynn Las Vegas.

The Frontier will become The Las Vegas Plaza Hotel across from Wynn.

The Stardust will become Echelon Place.

The Thunderbird will be the Fontainebleau

