Harvard Sitkoff, A New Deal for Blacks Discussion Questions

1. Was the so-called “Progressive Era” beneficial to African Americans? 1-24
2. Were unions sympathetic to black workers? 24-25
3.  How did Harding, Coolidge, and LaFollette fail blacks? 27
4.  How did science reinforce beliefs about black inferiority? 29-30
5.  How did the 1929 stock market crash affect blacks? 36-39
6.  In 1932, why didn’t FDR promise blacks a New Deal? 39-44
7.  Why was the early New Deal of little value to blacks? 46-50
8.  Specifically, how did New Deal agencies and programs discriminate against blacks? 48-54
9.  According to Sitkoff, what events triggered a change for the better? 59
10.  Why were Mrs. Roosevelt and Harold Ickes so helpful to blacks? 60-69
11.  Why was the so-called “black cabinet’ important? 75-79
12.  How did the New Deal itself spur black politicization? 89
13.  By 1936, how did the Republican Party react to black voters? 922-93
14.  According to Sitkoff, how did FDR blow his congressional majority in 1937? Why were blacks hurt by this? 
15.  What was the “Scottsboro Incident” and why was it significant? 144-146
16.  After 1920, what did Socialists and Communists do for blacks? Why didn’t blacks turn to Socialism? 149-155
17.  How did the national Industrial recovery Act benefit black workers? 175
18.  Describe how the AFL of L and CIO respectively treated black workers? Why were the United Mine Workers anti-black for years? 175-179
19.  How did Detroit autoworkers regard the NAACP? 185
20.  How did social scientists begin to alter their views of black inferiority in the 1920s and 1930s? 200
21.  Why did FDR refuse to push an anti-lynching law through Congress?
22.  How did black leaders use Fascism in their campaign against American racism? 298-299
23.  How did FDR respond to NAACP demands for an integrated armed forces? 304-310
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