Test Review Midterm Exam HIST 416B
Each test review is designed to prompt you to think about important questions concerning the information we’ve covered in lectures and discussions. These are not necessarily the questions that will be asked on the test. But they will help you to think about the information in a way that will improve your studying by clarifying many of the important issues. Remember—always review your lecture notes each day to make sure you didn’t miss any vital information. Feel free to see me after class or email me if you are not sure about something. And if you were absent for a class, never go into a test missing an entire day’s notes. Make a friend or two in the class, and get the notes from them. Think about these questions and be prepared to know the information they call for:

1. What kinds of problems did Truman face in the postwar era in terms of labor militancy over pay, “guns to butter” issues such as whether to lift, wage, rent, and price controls?

2. What were the effects of WWII? In destroying the traditional empires of England, France and other nations, how did the war create power vacuums? How did the Cold War begin? Why did Truman and Stalin misperceive each other’s intensions?

3. How did the emergence of McCarthyism threaten dissent and liberalism in America? Who supported McCarthy and why did he ultimately fail?

4. What were the specific policies undertaken by Truman, George Marshall and Dean Acheson to strengthen the economies of our European allies. How did Truman develop a Containment policy to handle major events, crises, and wars in the period 1945-1952?

5. How did Eisenhower, Nixon, and John Foster Dulles criticize Containment? Once in power why did they keep it? How did they expand it to manage the Suez Crisis, Vietnam, and other events that occurred between 1952-1960?

6. In terms of the intellectual history of the postwar period, what did writers like David Riesman and C. Wright Mills have to say about the dangers of conformity and a mass society. Why is Mills’ concept of the “power elite” so useful in explaining foreign policies that portray the US as “defender of democracy” and its military forces as “freedom-fighters” rather than initiatives designed to preserve imperial capitalist markets?

7. How does the work of Marshall McLuhan dovetail with these ideas. How did TV and other media strengthen the Power Elite’s power? After reading these books, can you see why students like Mario Savio and others were so determined to challenge the power elite to end Vietnam and secure civil rights for minorities?

8. Why did John Kenneth Galbraith believe that the postwar era was the correct time for America to raise taxes, fund social and environmental programs, and finally take more income away from the producers (business)? How did the advent of more disposable income, the middle classification of America, and increased consumerism fit into his argument?  How did Michael Harrington pick up on this theme for his own book? How did The Other America serve as an agenda for the Great Society? 

9. Why did women retreat back into the home in the postwar era? What was the “feminine mystique” and how did conformity, suburbanism, and McLuhan’s media reinforce a more passive role for millions of American women? How did activist women ultimately fight back—what was NOW?

